The problem of the sensorineural component in otosclerotic hearing loss: a comparison between operated and non-operated ears.
The behaviour of bone conduction audiograms in the operated and non-operated ears of 200 otosclerotic patients was analysed. The majority (84%) of both operated and unoperated ears showed virtually unchanged bone conduction thresholds throughout the follow-up period (mean follow-up period = 13.4 +/- 5.3 years). Slight but statistically significant bone conduction deterioration was observed in the remaining 16% of cases, most frequently in the non-operated ears. However, this deterioration was generally within the usually accepted limits of the Carhart effect, and does not demonstrate the presence of any causative factor other than evolution of the ostosclerotic disease. Our findings do not support the hypothesis that total stapedectomy per se may be responsible for sensorineural deterioration.